Women' s Eyes on the City

URGENT ACTION TO SUPPORT CHILD CAREINOURCITY

City Council failed to provide a 2% inflationary increase for community child care
programs in the 2007 City budget.

Child care centres are struggling to make ends meet on budgets that have not
seen inflationary increases for over 12 years. It is very difficult to continue to
deliver high quality programs to children and families on budgets that do not
cover the actual cost of the service.

We hope that you can help us let Council know that it is not acceptable to ignore
the need for a cost of living increase for our child care programs.

You can help us send a message to Council that it is not acceptable or fair to

ignore the need for a 2% cost of living increase for our child care programs by
emailing or calling your Councillor and the Mayor:

E-mail Message:

Dear (Councillor/Mayor O’Brien)

Tell them who you are and why you are writing....

My name is and | am writing to raise my concern about
the failure of City Council to provide a small 2% increase for our community-
based child care programs.

Child care is a vital service for children and families living in our City. It helps
parents to work, to study and to contribute to the economy and provides
important early learning and child development opportunities for young children.
How can we expect our community child care programs to meet these important
objectives on budgets that have not kept up with the rising cost of living?

Over the past 12 years child care programs have not had budget increases that
have kept pace with the rising costs of food, rent, heat, hydro, staff wages,
program supplies and equipment and make it difficult for child care centres to
continue to deliver high quality programs to children.

| urge you to do the right thing by children and families and ensure that our child
care programs receive the same 2% increase that all other community based
services in our City received in the 2007 City budget. It just seems fair!

Regards (name , contact information)
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Phone Script:

Hint: call early in the morning before 8:00 a.m. or later in the evening after
6:00 p.m. and leave a message on the answering machine if you are a bit
nervous to talk directly to your Councillor or the Mayor.

Hello my name is | am calling to let you know that |
am concerned that Council did not approve a 2% cost of living increase for our
community-based child care programs as part of the 2007 City budget.

| understand that all other community-based health and social services received
a 2% increase for their budgets and so cannot understand why our child care
centres would not receive the same increase?

It seems unfair that City Council would not provide an inflationary increase to
help our child care programs cover the rising costs of food, rent, heat, hydro, staff
wages, program supplies and equipment that help them to deliver high quality
early learning and child care to our youngest residents!

| urge you to do the right thing and ensure that the City finds a way to provide a
2% increase for our child care programs.

| can be contacted at (phone number)
Thank you
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Ottawa City Council 2006-2010

You can find your ward by look on the ward map on the City of Ottawa web-site.

Send mail to:

City Hall

110 Laurier Avenue West
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1J1

Ward 1 - Orléans
Councillor Bob Monette
613-580-2471
Bob.Monette@ottawa.ca

Ward 4 - Kanata North
Councillor Marianne Wilkinson
613-580-2474
Marianne.Wilkinson@ottawa.ca

Ward 7 - Bay
Councillor Alex Cullen
613-580-2477
Alex.Cullen@ottawa.ca

Ward 10 - Gloucester-Southgate
Councillor Diane Deans
613-580-2480
Diane.Deans@ottawa.ca

Ward 13 - Rideau-Rockcliffe
Councillor Jacques Legendre
613-580-2483
Jacques.Legendre@ottawa.ca

Ward 16 - River
Councillor Maria McRae
613-580-2486
Maria.Mcrae@ottawa.ca

Ward 19 - Cumberland
Councillor Rob Jellett
613-580-2489

Rob.Jellett@ottawa.ca

Ward 22 - Gloucester-S.Nepean
Councillor Steve Desroches
613-580-2751
Steve.Desroches@ottawa.ca

Mayor Larry O'Brien

613-580-2496

Larry.OBrien@ottawa.ca

Ward 2 - Innes
Councillor Rainer Bloess
613-580-2472
Rainer.Bloess@ottawa.ca

Ward 5 - West Carleton-March
Councillor Eli EI-Chantiry
613-580-2475
Eli.EI-Chantiry@ottawa.ca

Ward 8 - College
Councillor Rick Chiarelli
613-580-2478
Rick.Chiarelli@ottawa.ca

Ward 11 - Beacon Hill-Cyrville
Councillor Michel Bellemare
613-580-2481

Michel.Bellemare @ottawa.ca

Ward 14 - Somerset
Councillor Diane Holmes
613-580-2484
Diane.Holmes@ottawa.ca

Ward 17 - Capital
Councillor Clive Doucet
613-580-2487
Clive.Doucet@ottawa.ca

Ward 20 - Osgoode
Councillor Doug Thompson
613-580-2490
Doug.Thompson@ottawa.ca

Ward 23 - Kanata South
Councillor Peggy Feltmate
613-580-2752
Peggy.Feltmate@ottawa.ca
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Ward 3 - Barrhaven
Councillor Jan Harder
613-580-2473
Jan.Harder@ottawa.ca

Ward 6 — Stittsville-Kanata W.
Councillor Shad Qadri
613-580-2476
Shad.Qadri@ottawa.ca

Ward 9 - Knoxdale-Merivale
Councillor Gord Hunter
613-580-2479
Gord.Hunter@ottawa.ca

Ward 12 - Rideau-Vanier
Councillor Georges Bédard
613-580-2482
Georges.Bedard@ottawa.ca

Ward 15 - Kitchissippi
Councillor Christine Leadman
613-580-2485
Christine.Leadman@ottawa.ca

Ward 18 - Alta Vista
Councillor Peter Hume
613-580-2488
Peter.Hume@ottawa.ca

Ward 21 — Rideau-Goulbourn
Councillor Glenn Brooks
613-580-2491
Glenn.Brooks@ottawa.ca





