Minutes of the PSAC NCR Health and Safety Committee

January 20, 2010
Present
Chantal Fortin

Patrick St-Georges

Denise Camus

Vicki-Lynn Smith

Benoit Durand

Barb Stewart (Chairperson)

Dominic Lavoie (Advisor)

Regrets
Mark Scott

Linda Sabourin
Ben Bonner

Eliane Habib

Réjean Roy
Call to order:

The meeting was called to order at 17:45.

Previous Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

1.  2010 Meetings and Plan of Action

The schedule of meetings was confirmed.  Members of the committee will be invited to spend a half day to finalize the committee’s 3 year action plan for the current 3 year cycle.  The meeting is scheduled for February 4, 2010 from 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Ottawa Regional Office.  Salary loss will be assumed by the committee for up to half a day per participants.  Dominic to reserve room, send email to committee members to inform them of meeting and to also send email of flipcarts content arising from the 2009 National OHS Conference.
2. CCOHS Leading Workplace Change March 8-9, 2010 Conference

Chantal Fortin, Vicki-Lynn Smith, Mark Scott and Patrick St-Georges were confirmed to participate as delegates to the Conference.  They have selected their workshops and Dominic will forward the remaining registration information (workshop selection) to the Conference registration services.  Benoit Durand is the alternate should one of the selected member manage to have its registration paid for by its employer.
3. OHS training schedule for 2010
The PSAC NCR Training Schedule for Winter 2010 was distributed to participants.  There was a discusion on OHS training offered during this period.  Members of the committee are asked to recruit for these courses (CSST French; OHS Committee Members training – English / French).
4. Feedback from 2009 National OHS Conference
The general feedback was positive. It was raised that there were a number of participants who had not respected the scent free requirements.  The PSAC Officials did address the situations brought to their attention.
Dominic distributed copies of the Summary report of the NCR Caucus conducted during the conference as well as copies of Workshop results from the Enforcement and Environmental workshops.  A discussion followed and there was an agreement between members that there was a good mix amongst different regions and job types.

Participants appreciated Doctor Nami’s humour and content.  They also liked Doctor Lapointe’s humour and message to take control of our lives.

There was a perception that a number of Speakers who whent over their allocated times and it had an impact of the agenda which was quite full.

Overall it was a great conference.

5. Upcoming PSAC NCR OHS Conference
An organizing sub-committee was struck with the following members: Chantal Fortin, Denise Camus, Vicki-Lynn Smith and Patrick St-Georges.  Dominic Lavoie is the Advisor to the sub-committee.
6. WHSC Upcoming Instructor Training
There is informal information which lead us to believe that the WHSC will be sending shortly a call letter for a few scholarship to register for WHSC Instructor training.  When the information is confirmed, members with mandatory pre-requisite will be invited to submit their interest to the committee for selection.
7. PSAC National Campaign on OHS Enforcement
Dominic provided a summary of the evolution of the work which is being done by the National Coponent, the PSAC and the Canadian Center for Alternative Policies.  The report is quite thorough, but still in a draft stage.  When the report is finalized is will be distributed and discussed by committee members for follow-up actions.  Following Dominic’s presentation, a discussion was initiated on the lack of Enforcement in the NCR leading to a number of negative consequences.  It is believed that staffing levels of OHS Inspectors are inadequate.
8. Varia

a) Scent Issue: to be further discussed at a following meeting.

b) OHS information following OHS Representatives discussions – to be discussed at a following meeting.
9. Adjourment

The meeting was adjourned at 19:45.

